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cloth trade of the south-west. In 1669 &
reckoned that 40,000 sheep grazed within
three miles of Dorchester alone, while once a
year graziers travelled from every part of the
country to the great sheep-fair on lonely Wey-
hill above Andover town. And beside every
road that crossed the chalk downlands of
southern England were shepherds tending
their flocks.8

These were the high-lights, but the glow from
English farming was steadily diffused over the
whole land. Black dray- and coach-horses from
Leicestershire, turkeys and geese from Essex
and Suffolk that marched each autumn London-
wards in armies along the eastern highways,
poultry from sandy Surrey commons, and hogs
fattened for bacon on the surplus whey and
skimmed milk of Hampshire, helped to make
little England as prosperous as she was beautiful.
All over the world she was famed for her good
fare: Besseleigh turnip and Derby ale, Hampshire
honey, Tewkesbury mustard and Warwickshire
ram! It is the glorious variety of it all that
makes the old English husbandry so pleasant to
contemplate.9

Yet seventeenth-century England was no longer
a purely agricultural country.   Trade, fostered
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